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CLAIMS: 

What is claimed is: 



1. An oral composition comprising: 

a) a pharmaceutical active in a unit dosage form suitable 
for coating; and 



b) a coating comprising a pharmaceutically-acceptable 
coating material and from about 0.01% to about 10% by . 
weight of a volatile aromatic compound selected from the 
group consisting of 3-1-menthoxy propane- 1, 2-diol, 
N-substituted-p-menthane-3-carboxamides, acyclic 
carboxamides, and mixtures thereof. 

2. The composition of claim 1 wherein said composition 
comprises a mixture of 3-1-menthoxy propane-1 , 2-diol and 
N-ethyl-p-menthane-3 -carboxamide . 

3. The composition of claim 2 wherein said composition 
comprises a mixture of 3-1-menthoxy propane-1 , 2-diol and 
N-ethyl-p-menthane-3-carboxamide in a weight ratio of 
about 3:1, respectfully. 

4. The composition of claim 1 wherein said composition 
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comprises a mixture of 3-1-menthoxy propane -1 , 2-diol , 
N-ethyl-p-menthane-3-carboxamide and N, 
2 , 3-trimethyl-2-isopropylbutanamide . 

5. The composition of claim 4 wherein said composition 
comprises a mixture of 3-1-menthoxy propane -1 , 2-diol , 
N-ethyl-p-menthane-3-carboxamide and N, 

2 , 3-trimethyl-2-isopropylbutanamide in a weight ratio of 
about 2:1:1, respectively. 

6. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 1 wherein said 
pharmaceutical active is a colds active selected from the 
group consisting of analgesics, anti- inflammatories, 
anesthetics, antihistamines, decongestants, cough 
suppressants , demulcents , antitussives , expectorants , and 
mixtures thereof . 

7. The pharmaceutical composition according to claim 6 
wherein the pharmaceutical active is selected from the 
group consisting of pseudoephedrine , phenylpropanolamine, 
phenylephrine , ephedrine , dextromethorphan , 
chlophedianol , carbetapentane , caramiphen , noscapine , 
diphenhydramine , codeine , menthol , hydrocodone , 
hydromorphone , fominoben, glyceryl guaiacolate, terpin 
hydrate, ammonium chloride, N- acetylcysteine and 
bromhexine , ambroxol , chlorpheniramine , brompheniramine , 
dexchlorpheniramine , dexbromphreniramine , t riprol idine , 
azatadine , doxylamine , tripelennamine , cyproheptadine , 
hydroxyzine, clemastine, carbinoxamine, phenindamine, ' 
bromodiphenhydramine , pyr i lamine , acr i vas t ine , AHR- 11325, 
astemizole, azelastine, cetirizine, ebastine, ketotifen, 
lodoxamide , lorat idine , levocabastine , mequi tazine , 
oxatomide, setastine, tazifylline, temelastine, 
terfenadine, terbut aline, atropine, aminophylline, 
epinephrine , i soprenal ine , me taproterenol , bi toterol , 
theophylline, albuterol, aspirin, acetaminophen, 
ibuprof en, naproxen, phenol, benzocaine, hexyl 
resorcinol, dyclonine, the pharmaceutically acceptable 
salts thereof, and mixtures thereof. 

8. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 1 
wherein the composition is in a unit dosage form selected 
from the group consisting of tablets, capsules, pills, 
and lozenges. 

9. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 8 
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wherein the composition is in the form of a capsule 
selected from the group consisting hard gelatin capsules 
and soft gelatin capsules, 

10. A pharmaceutical composition according to claim 9 
wherein the composition is a soft gelatin capsule. 

11. A method for treating cough, cold, cold-like, 
allergy, and flu symptoms in a human or lower animal, 
said method comprising administering to a human or lower 
animal in need of such treatment the composition of claim 
1. 

12. A method for treating cough, cold, cold-like, 
allergy, and flu symptoms in a human or lower animal, 
said method comprising administering to a human or lower 
animal in need of such treatment the composition of claim 
2. 

13. A method for treating cough, cold, cold-like, 
allergy, and flu symptoms in a human or lower animal, 
said method comprising administering to a human or lower 
animal in need of such treatment the composition of claim 
5. 



